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REVIEW 

• Jesus said “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in 

the gospel.” (Mark 1:15). 

o This was a fulfillment of prophecy 

o The kingdom of God was not previously at hand 

▪ The kingdom of Israel was not the kingdom of God 

• The OT prophesies of a gloriously restored, united Israel in the land of Canaan were 

prophesies of the kingdom of heaven/kingdom of God revealed as a mystery. 

o They were prophesies of the fulfillment of the second Abrahamic promise, the 

promise that a seed of Eve would reverse the curse. They were not prophesies of the 

first Abrahamic promise about life in the land of Canaan (which was already fulfilled). 

• Jesus is the true, obedient Israel, and the true temple, and he brought judgment upon 

Jerusalem (Abraham’s physical offspring) and warned of the coming wrath of the Old 

Covenant now that the second Abrahamic promise had been fulfilled. 

 

CHRISTIANS AS THE SPIRITUAL OFFSPRING OF ABRAHAM 

Matthew 16:16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has 

not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 And I also say to you that you are 

Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.  

• “Church” is actually “assembly.” What is Jesus referring to? Was it something that was 

prophesied? What is Jesus’ assembly? 

Matthew 34 Now John himself was clothed in camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; 

and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around 

the Jordan went out to him 6 and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, 

“Brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Therefore bear fruits 
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worthy of repentance, 9 and do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ 

For I say to you that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 10 And even 

now the ax is laid to the root of the trees. Therefore every tree which does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 

John 1: 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not 

know Him. 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But as many as received 

Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 
13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

John 3: 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time 

into his mother’s womb and be born?” 

5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is 

born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind 

blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and 

where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

9 Nicodemus answered and said to Him, “How can these things be?” 

10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things?  

• How should Nicodemus have known this? Where was it taught in the Old Testament? 

 

John 8: 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My 

disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 

33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to 

anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be made free’?” 
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34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. 
35 And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. 36 Therefore if the 

Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. 

37 “I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill Me, because My word has no 

place in you. 38 I speak what I have seen with My Father, and you do what you have seen with 

your father.” 

39 They answered and said to Him, “Abraham is our father.” 

Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham. 40 But 

now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham 

did not do this. 41 You do the deeds of your father.” 

Then they said to Him, “We were not born of fornication; we have one Father—God.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and 

came from God; nor have I come of Myself, but He sent Me. 43 Why do you not understand My 

speech? Because you are not able to listen to My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and 

the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not 

stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his 

own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not 

believe Me. 46 Which of you convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe 

Me? 47 He who is of God hears God’s words; therefore you do not hear, because you are not of 

God.” 

 

Acts 10: 13 And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 

14 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean.” 

15 And a voice spoke to him again the second time, “What God has cleansed you must not call 

common.” 16 This was done three times. And the object was taken up into heaven again… 28 Then 

he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to 

one of another nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or 

unclean… 34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no 

partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him… 
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43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive 

remission of sins.” 

 

Acts 15:1 And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, “Unless you are 

circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”… 5 But some of the sect of 

the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command 

them to keep the law of Moses.” 6 Now the apostles and elders came together to consider this 

matter. 7 And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to them: “Men and 

brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles 

should hear the word of the gospel and believe… 13 And after they had become silent, James 

answered, saying, “Men and brethren, listen to me: 14 Simon has declared how God at the first 

visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name. 15 And with this the words of the 

prophets agree, just as it is written: 

16 ‘After this I will return 

And will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down; 

I will rebuild its ruins, 

And I will set it up; 
17 So that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, 

Even all the Gentiles [nations] who are called by My name, 

Says the Lord who does all these things.’ 

• What prophecy does James quote to prove Gentiles don’t have to be circumcised? Amos 

9:11-13, a prophecy of the restoration of Israel in the land of Canaan. 

Hebrews 8: 6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also 

Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises. 7 For if that first 

covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second. 8 Because 

finding fault with them, He says: “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 

new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 9 not according to the 

covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them 

out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, 

says the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 

says the Lord: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be My people. 11 None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his 
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brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of 

them. 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I 

will remember no more.” 

Galatians 3: 5 Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you, does 

He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?— 6 just as Abraham “believed God, 

and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 7 Therefore know that only those who are of 

faith are sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by 

faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, “In you all the nations shall be 

blessed.” 9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham. 

• What is the blessing that was promised? 

Galatians 3: 15 Brothers and sisters, I’m using a human illustration. No one sets aside or makes 

additions to a validated human will. 16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his 

seed. He does not say “and to seeds,” as though referring to many, but referring to one, and to 

your seed, who is Christ. 17 My point is this: The law, which came 430 years later, does not 

invalidate a covenant previously established by God and thus cancel the promise. 18 For if the 

inheritance is based on the law, it is no longer based on the promise; but God has graciously 

given it to Abraham through the promise. (CSB)… 

26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For as many of you as were 

baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, 

then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 

• What is another name for Abraham’s offspring? 

 

Galatians 4: 21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do you not listen to the law? 22 For it 

is written that Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one by a free woman. 23 But 

the son of the slave was born according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman was born 

through promise. 24 Now this may be interpreted allegorically: these women are two covenants. 

One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children for slavery; she is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai 

in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But 

the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written, 
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“Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; 

    break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! 

For the children of the desolate one will be more 

    than those of the one who has a husband.” 

28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29 But just as at that time he who was 

born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, so also it is 

now. 30 But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of 

the slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” 31 So, brothers, we are not 

children of the slave but of the free woman. 

• Paul quotes Isaiah 54’s prophecy of God’s re-marriage of divorced Israel and says it 

applies to Jesus’ assembly (the “church”), Abraham’s spiritual offspring who are a 

heavenly Jerusalem, not an earthly Jerusalem. 

• What is the inheritance we keep reading about? Where is it promised & prophesied? 

 

Romans 4: 9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we 

say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it counted to him? 

Was it before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 
11 and he received a sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of faith in the 

uncircumcision [the Gentiles], for his being father of all those believing through uncircumcision, 

for the righteousness also being reckoned to them, [LSV] 12 and to make him the father of the 

circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that 

our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 

13 For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 

come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the 

law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but 

where there is no law there is no transgression. 

16 That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who 

shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the 

father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 

dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 In hope he believed against hope, 
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that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your offspring 

be.” 

Romans 9:1 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in 

the Holy Spirit— 2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish 

that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen 

according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the 

covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises. 5 To them belong the patriarchs, 

and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. 

Amen. 

6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are descended from Israel 

belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but 

“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the 

flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. 9 For 

this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.” 
10 And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather 

Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that 

God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— 
12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I 

hated.” 

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! 15 For he says to Moses, 

“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 

compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might 

show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he 

has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 

19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” 20 But who 

are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you 

made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one 

vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 22 What if God, desiring to show his 

wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared 

for destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he 
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has prepared beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but 

also from the Gentiles? 25 As indeed he says in Hosea, 

“Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’ 

    and her who was not beloved I will call ‘beloved.’” 
26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ 

    there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’” 

27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand 

of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved, 28 for the Lord will carry out his sentence upon 

the earth fully and without delay.” 29 And as Isaiah predicted, 

“If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, 

    we would have been like Sodom 

    and become like Gomorrah.” 

30 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that 

is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to 

righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law. 32 Why? Because they did not pursue it 

[righteousness] by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the 

stumbling stone, 33 as it is written, 

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; 

    and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

• Paul quotes Hosea 1 & 2, which was a prophecy of God re-marrying Israel after divorcing 

her and calling her “Not my people.” Paul says this applies to Gentiles. 

Romans 10: 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses 

and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing 

his riches on all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 

saved.” 

Joel 2: 32 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 

saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said, 

and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls. 
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Romans 11:1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I myself am an Israelite, 

a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 God has not rejected his people 

whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he appeals to God 

against Israel? 3 “Lord, they have killed your prophets, they have demolished your altars, and I 

alone am left, and they seek my life.” 4 But what is God's reply to him? “I have kept for myself 

seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 5 So too at the present time there is 

a remnant, chosen by grace. 6 But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works; otherwise 

grace would no longer be grace. 

7 What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were 

hardened… 

 
17 But if some of the branches were broken off, and you [Gentiles], although a wild olive shoot, 

were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, 18 do 

not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, 

but the root that supports you. 19 Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be 

grafted in.” 20 That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast 

through faith. So do not become proud, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the natural 

branches, neither will he spare you. 22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity 

toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. 

Otherwise you too will be cut off. 23 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will 

be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. 24 For if you were cut from what is 

by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much 

more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree. 

25 Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: 

a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And in 

this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, 

“The Deliverer will come from Zion, 

    he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 
27 “and this will be my covenant with them 

    when I take away their sins.” 

• Paul is referencing a combination of texts, but primarily Isaiah 59:20-21 
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Isaiah 59:20 “And a Redeemer will come to Zion, 

    to those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares the Lord. 

21 “And as for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the Lord: “My Spirit that is upon you, and 

my words that I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the 

mouth of your offspring, or out of the mouth of your children's offspring,” says the Lord, “from 

this time forth and forevermore.” 

• Isaiah is painting a prophetic picture of restored Israel wherein not a portion, but the 

totality of Israel down through their generations have their sins forgiven, have the Spirit 

upon them, and dwell in the land for eternity. Paul says this applies to believing Jews and 

believing Gentiles. These two groups combined make up the “all Israel” of OT prophecy. 

“But it is not as though the Word of God has failed, [for] in this way all Israel will be 

saved.” 

Ephesians 2:11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the 

uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 
12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 

commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 

God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near 

by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken 

down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments 

expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so 

making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 

killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to 

those who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So 

then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 

members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined 

together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into a 

dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

• Why does Paul call them Gentiles in the flesh? Because in the spirit they are not Gentiles. 

In the spirit they are Abraham’s spiritual offspring, the spiritually circumcised, the 

spiritual Israel of God (Gal 6:16). 
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Ephesians 3:1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 
2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, 
3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When you 

read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to 

the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same 

body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

Philippians 3: 2 Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate 

the flesh. 3 For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ 

Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh 

• What is another name for “the circumcision”? Paul is calling Gentile Christians 

Jews/Israel. 

1 Peter 2: 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into 

his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had 

not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the flesh, which 

wage war against your soul. 

• Peter references Hosea and God’s covenant with Israel in Exodus 19:5, etc, applying it to 

believing Jews and Gentiles, the assembly of Jesus. (Make use of your cross references) 

Luke 1:68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

    for he has visited and redeemed his people 

 

THE END OF THE OLD COVENANT 

Matthew 27: 50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 

51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth 

shook, and the rocks were split.  

John 4: 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place 

where people ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 
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when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You worship what 

you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is 

coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for 

the Father is seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him 

must worship in spirit and truth.” 

Luke 5: 20 And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 21 And the 

scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who 

can forgive sins but God alone?” 

• Note, no sacrifice was offered at the temple 

Hebrews 7: 12 For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the 

law as well… 17 For it is witnessed of him, 

“You are a priest forever, 

    after the order of Melchizedek.” 

18 For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and 

uselessness 19 (for the law [old covenant] made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better 

hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God. 

Hebrews 8: 4 Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there are priests who 

offer gifts according to the law. 5 They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things… 13 In 

speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete 

and growing old is ready to vanish away. 

 

Hebrews 9: 11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 

through the greater and more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 
12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but 

by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood of goats and 

bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification 

of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God. 

15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the 

promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them from the 
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transgressions committed under the first covenant… 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy 

places made with hands, which are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to 

appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 

Hebrews 10: 8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 

and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), 
9 then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with the first in order to 

establish the second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the 

body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

 

WE ARE THE TEMPLE 

1 Corinthians 3: 16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in 

you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you 

are that temple. 

1 Corinthians 5: 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church 

whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” 

• The land of Canaan was holy because of God’s presence in the temple. Paul applies a law 

about purifying the land from sin (Deut 21:21, etc) to the church, because we are the 

temple (in a far greater sense). 

1 Corinthians 6: 14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has 

righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15 What accord has 

Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement 

has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, 

“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, 

    and I will be their God, 

    and they shall be my people. 
17 Therefore go out from their midst, 

    and be separate from them, says the Lord, 

and touch no unclean thing; 

    then I will welcome you, 
18 and I will be a father to you, 
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    and you shall be sons and daughters to me, 

says the Lord Almighty.” 

• Note how Paul interprets the Old Covenant, God dwelling in the midst of Israel, and 

applies it to the church today. (Check your cross references) 

 

CHRIST WAS THE OBEDIENT LAW KEEPER 

• As we saw last week, Christ was the obedient Israel. Israel was an echo of Adam and a 

type of Christ. They were tested and failed. Their possession of the land depended on 

their obedience to the law. They disobeyed and lost the land. We are not in the same 

situation as Israel. The New Covenant is not like the Old Covenant, which they broke. The 

New Covenant is our marriage union with Christ and he has already obeyed and secured 

for us an eternal inheritance. The principle of the Old Covenant (obedience to the law for 

inheritance) is not like the principle of the New Covenant (inheritance through faith 

alone, which is short hand for inheritance through the obedience of another). Compare 

these in addition to Week 2 on the New Covenant. 

Acts 13: 38 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is 

proclaimed to you, 39 and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which 

you could not be freed by the law of Moses. 

Romans 4:1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the 

flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 

God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 

righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 
5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 

counted as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God 

counts righteousness apart from works: 

7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 

    and whose sins are covered; 
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 

9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we say that 

faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness. 10 How then was it counted to him? Was it 
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before or after he had been circumcised? It was not after, but before he was circumcised. 11 He 

received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was 

still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being 

circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well, 12 and to make him the 

father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of 

the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 

Romans 10:1 Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 
2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For, 

being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not 

submit to God's righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone 

who believes. 

5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does 

the commandments shall live by them. 6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say 

in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will 

descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The 

word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 
9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before your eyes that Jesus 

Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. 2 Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by 

works of the law or by hearing with faith? 3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are 

you now being perfected by the flesh? 4 Did you suffer so many things in vain—if indeed it was 

in vain? 5 Does he who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works 

of the law, or by hearing with faith— 6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him 

as righteousness”?... 9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man 

of faith. 10 For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed be 

everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” 11 Now 

it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for “The righteous shall live by faith.” 
12 But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live by them.” 13 Christ 

redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is 

everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might 

come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. 
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2 Corinthians 3:1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some do, 

letters of recommendation to you, or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter of 

recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. 3 And you show that you 

are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, 

not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in 

ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who has made 

us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter 

kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

 

JERUSALEM ABOVE 

• Jerusalem below received the wrath of the Old Covenant. It was cast out and no longer 

has any place in God’s plan. The Jerusalem above is what was prophesied and what Jesus 

secured. 

• The disciples did not understand the distinction between the earthly Jerusalem and the 

heavenly Jerusalem until after they received the Holy Spirit and their eyes were opened 

to properly understand the mystery of the gospel. 

Luke 19: 11 As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to 

Jerusalem, and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately. 

Acts 1: 6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 

has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 

you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 

the earth.” 

• Our citizenship is in heaven, the heavenly Jerusalem. 

Philippians 3: 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 

enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

Hebrews 12: 18 For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and 

gloom and a tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers 
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beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 20 For they could not endure the order that 

was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was 

the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 

city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 
23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, 

and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, 

and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 

Galatians 4: 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for 

she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother… 
30 But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son, for the son of the 

slave woman shall not inherit with the son of the free woman.” 31 So, brothers, we are not 

children of the slave but of the free woman. 

 

THE MILLENNIAL REIGN OF CHRIST 

• Revelation 21-22 is the fulfillment of Ezekiel’s vision in chapters 40-48 

 

Revelation 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 

with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. 4 He will 

wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, 

“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring 

of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will 

be his God and he will be my son. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for 

murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake 

that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 



NT FULFILLMENT   18 

 

 

 

Story of Redemption 
The Covenants of the Bible (Brandon Adams) 

9 Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and 

spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried 

me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming 

down out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like 

a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve 

angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— 
13 on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west 

three gates. 14 And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve 

names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

15 And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its 

gates and walls. 16 The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the 

city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. 17 He also measured its 

wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel's measurement. 18 The wall was 

built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the wall of the 

city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third 

agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth 

beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And 

the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of 

the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and 

its lamp is the Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their 

glory into it, 25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They 

will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, 

nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's 

book of life. 

 

22:1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side 

of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves 

of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but 

the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see 
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his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no 

light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 

• We are living in the “last days,” as were the Apostles. Note Peter’s sermon at Pentecost. 

Christ’s millennial reign is now (note that Revelation is a very symbolic, poetic book). 

Acts 2: 16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 

17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

    and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream dreams; 

Acts 3: 22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. 

You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who does not 

listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who have 

spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days. 25 You are the 

sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, 

‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.’ 26 God, having raised up his 

servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.” 

Hebrews 1:1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 

prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of 

all things, through whom also he created the world. 

2 Timothy 3:1 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For 

people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their 

parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, 

not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than 

lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 

2 Peter 3:1 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am 

stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember the predictions of 

the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles, 
3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their 

own sinful desires. 4 They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the 

fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.” 
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• When Christ returns, he will not set up an earthly kingdom with a capitol in Jerusalem. 

That would be a return to the Old Covenant, which has entirely ceased (see above). The 

prophesies in the Old Testament were written in the language of the Old Covenant, but 

they referred to the kingdom of heaven, the spiritual, heavenly Jerusalem. When Christ 

returns, He will bring this heavenly Jerusalem to earth, establishing the New Heavens and 

New Earth. It will be the time of the final judgment. 

Matthew 19: 28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man 

will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging 

the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 

mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit 

eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first. 

Matthew 25: 31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 

will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate 

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place 

the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, 

‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world… 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels… 46 And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
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From Texas to Israel: Red heifers needed for Temple arrive
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A Christian farmer in Texas raised the prized heifers which are essential for priests
to serve in the Temple.
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An Israeli rabbi uses a magnifying glass to examine a cow named Zippora, trying to determine whether the
animal is a "red heifer",
(photo credit: STR NEW/REUTERS)

Five perfectly red heifers, required for the ritual purification of those who have touched a dead body, arrived
in Israel from a ranch in Texas on Thursday, as the Temple Institute continues preparations to lay the ground
for the construction of the Third Temple in Jerusalem.

The heifers are all under one year old and if they remain 100% red and avoid any blemishes which would
disqualify them, they will each be eligible to be used to create the ashes required by Jewish law to purify
those who have been in contact with a dead body, explained the Temple Institute on Monday. This level of
purification would be needed in order to allow the kohanim (priests) to carry out their work in a future
Temple.

The prized cattle were immediately transported to Haifa where they will sit in quarantine for no less than
seven days, in accordance with the regulations of the Israel Veterinary Authority. After the quarantine, they
will be released to two separate locations in Israel, one of which will eventually be opened to the public. The
heifers will be fed and cared for at these locations until they can be slaughtered and rendered into ashes
from their third year onwards.

The heifers were located and brought to Israel with the help of the Boneh Israel organization, which involves



both Jews and Christians. Byron Stinson, a Texas rancher and a fundraiser and adviser for the organization,
raised the cattle.

The heifers were greeted by a ceremony at Ben-Gurion Airport. Temple Institute officials Rabbi Chanan
Kupietzky, Rabbi Tzachi Mamo, Rabbi Yisrael Ariel and Rabbi Azaria Ariel participated in the ceremony,
alongside Stinson and Jerusalem and Heritage Ministry director-general Netanel Isaac.

“I didn’t set out to do this, but right now, I am probably the best red heifer hunter in Texas,” Stinson told
Israel365 news. “The Bible says to bring a red cow to purify Israel, and I may not understand it, but I am just
doing what the Bible said.”

“The prophecies came true, and the Jews are back in Israel,” added Stinson. “Now they need to build a
Temple. But it’s like buying a really nice car. If you don’t have the key, you aren’t going anywhere. The red
heifer is the key to making the Temple work like it’s supposed to.”

The farmer who raised the cattle is a devout Christian who was intensely interested in this commandment
and began breeding cattle for the trait, according to Stinson.

What is a red heifer?

The red heifer is first mentioned in the Book of Numbers 19:3, when God tells Moses and Aaron "This is the
ritual law that God has commanded: Instruct the Israelite people to bring you a red cow without blemish, in
which there is no defect and on which no yoke has been laid."

The Torah goes on to explain how the heifer is processed and burnt and its ashes mixed into sanctified
water. Those who became impure due to touching a human corpse would be purified by having the water
mixed with the ashes sprinkled on them twice: once three days after they came in contact with the corpse
and a second time seven days after contact.

The Torah relates that a red heifer was brought to Elazar the Priest, the son of Aaron, and was processed
for its ashes for the ritual. According to the Talmud, those ashes were used from that moment until the end
of the First Temple period. During the Second Temple period, another five to seven red heifers were burnt for
their ashes. Maimonides wrote in his compendium of Jewish law, the Mishneh Torah (Laws of the Red
Heifer, 3:4), that the next red heifer will be brought by the Messiah.

Why is the red heifer important?

In the modern day, all Jews, including kohanim, are assumed to be impure with the impurity imparted by a
corpse. While in everyday life in the modern day this status does not have much of a practical effect, those
impure with this type of impurity are prohibited from entering the Temple.

Kohanim impure with this type of impurity are thereby prevented from conducting the services required in the
Temple and would need to be purified with the ashes of a red heifer before being able to serve again,
making the creation of such ashes a necessary requirement for any attempt to reestablish the Temple in
Jerusalem. (One exception is the Pascal sacrifice, which can be offered even by those who are impure with
the impurity imparted by a corpse, as long as the majority of the Jewish people are impure with this type of
impurity)

Non-Jews and the red heifer

This would not be the first time that non-Jews have helped provide a red heifer to the Jewish people.

The Talmud (Kiddushin 31a) relates that a non-Jew named Dama ben Netina refused to provide gems
needed for the Temple, despite the offer of a large reward, due to the fact that his father was sleeping on the
key to the box holding the gems and he did not want to disturb his father's rest. In reward for the respect he
showed for his father, a red heifer was born into ben Netina's herd the next year and he was able to sell the
Temple the heifer for the money he would have earned if he had sold them the gems.

Take Israel home with the new


